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Dear Agent / Vessel Master, 
 
MWPA has a website Ship Masters Information is filled with information dedicated for your visit to the Port of Geraldton. The following information can all be found on the MWPA 
website, however, the below will assist in your preparation. 
 

PASS AGE  PLAN 
• MWPA have established the following downloadable multi-format Passage Plans for the main channel in the links below. Please advise shipping@midwestports.com.au if there are 

any issues.  

• Click on hyperlinks to download your type specific ECDIS route format. Also refer to table below for Lat/Longs. 

• Unless otherwise advised, the Main Channel will be used.  

Main Channel (Preferred) 

Inbound: Choose the compatible version for your ECDIS by clicking on the following link or manually enter from the table below. 

https://www.midwestports.com.au/Profiles/midwestports/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Marine/Inbound_Main_Southern_Channel_ECDIS_Routes__ 
Smartship___A2548166_.zip  

Outbound: Choose the compatible version for your ECDIS by clicking on the following link or manually enter from the table below. 

https://www.midwestports.com.au/Profiles/midwestports/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Marine/Outbound_Main_Southern_Channel_ECDIS_Routes__ 
Smartship___A2548165_.zip  

Northern Channel – This route will only be used with clear instructions from the MWPA Port. No hyperlink, refer to below table.  

Vessel transiting the North Channel are restricted as follows: 

LOA - <190 / Beam – 32.36m / Draft – 7m + ½ the tide 

EMPX 
• An Electronic Master Pilot Exchange (eMPX) –will be sent via email from no-reply@masterpilotexchange.com to the nominated email supplied in the ships berth app.  

• A COPY MUST BE PRINTED FOR REVIEW WITH THE PILOT. Also have the bridge team review prior to Pilot Boarding.  

https://www.midwestports.com.au/operations/shipping/ship-masters-information.aspx
mailto:shipping@midwestports.com.au
https://www.midwestports.com.au/Profiles/midwestports/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Marine/Inbound_Main_Southern_Channel_ECDIS_Routes__Smartship___A2548166_.zip
https://www.midwestports.com.au/Profiles/midwestports/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Marine/Inbound_Main_Southern_Channel_ECDIS_Routes__Smartship___A2548166_.zip
https://www.midwestports.com.au/Profiles/midwestports/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Marine/Outbound_Main_Southern_Channel_ECDIS_Routes__Smartship___A2548165_.zip
https://www.midwestports.com.au/Profiles/midwestports/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Marine/Outbound_Main_Southern_Channel_ECDIS_Routes__Smartship___A2548165_.zip
mailto:no-reply@masterpilotexchange.com
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BRM AND  PRE-ARR IVAL  INF ORMAT IO N 
• It is important to establish the Pilot’s role onboard the passage prior to Pilot Boarding.   

• It is the preference of the Harbour Master and the Pilots to have the Pilot con the vessel once the Master/Pilot Exchange has been completed and the Pilot is comfortable. The con 
of the vessel is then preferably handed back to the Master prior to entering the harbour basin for the basin manoeuvre and berthing. 

• Please provide comment for yourself and the Pilot to agree prior to your arrival. 

• English is the only language to be spoken on the bridge. 

• Refer to Local Marine Notices and Harbour Master Instructions 

ARR IV AL  
• PILOT BOARDING 

• The Pilot will plan to board a cruise ship around 15 minutes prior to the scheduled boarding time at approximately 2-3Nm from Pilot Boarding Ground Alpha.  This enables 
more time and sea room to conduct a thorough Master/Pilot exchange. 

• Transit time from Pilot Boarding to being alongside and all fast generally takes 1 to 1.5 or up to 2 hours with the use of ShoreTension units.  On this basis, ships are to 
contact their agent if you would like to adjust your POB time to ensure all passengers disembark on time for tours. 

• Preferred side for the Pilot ladder will be provided by the Pilot on VHF ch 11 - 1 hour prior to scheduled POB time.  The pilot will also provide updated weather and traffic 
information at this time.  

• Nominated speeds and course for Pilot Boarding will be provided by the Pilot upon approach to the ship.  CHANNEL APPROACH 

• To enable an accurate and timely assessment of the leeway from the current and wind, please plan to be on the leads as soon as possible to the East of the Fairway buoy 
(Racon Golf). 

• Abort points and contingency anchorages are to be identified by your bridge team and agreed upon with the Pilot during the Master/Pilot Exchange. 

https://www.midwestports.com.au/operations/shipping/notice-to-mariners.aspx
https://www.midwestports.com.au/operations/shipping/shipping-general-info/harbour-master-instructions-hmis.aspx
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DEPART U RE  
• Your nominated Pilot Boarding time will generally be ‘Last Line’. Pilot will plan to board approximately 30 mins prior to this assigned time. 

• Please ensure that final sailing stability data is sent by email to your agent and shipping@midwestports.com.au at least one hour prior to sailing. 

• If Pilot boarding by seaside in harbour, the Pilot ladder to be prepared 1.0m above the water. 

• For Pilot Disembark outbound the Pilot ladder to be prepared 2.0m above the water, starboard side, two-man ropes, in full compliance with IMO Pilot boarding arrangements. 

CORRIDO R OF  NAVIGAT ION FOR  C HALLENG E  AND  RE SPONSE  
• Please confirm the positioning of your CCRP (Consistent Common Reference Point) for example, amidships on your bridge.  

• A nominated bridge team member is to provide notification to the entire team when XTD reaches 15 meters. 

• The bridge team member is to again regularly notify the entire bridge team if this XTD is increasing or decreasing until XTD is again below 5 metres. 

TUGS  
• ARRIVAL 

• The Harbour Master requires two tugs to be in attendance for the inbound passage. 

• Tugs will typically be made fast once inside the channel and the speed is reduced to safely do so. 

• DEPARTURE 

• It may be possible to depart utilising one tug if that is the preference of the Master and environmental conditions are suitable. Please discuss this with the Pilot if you would 
like this considered. Approval from the Harbour Master will be required. 

• Tugs will typically be let go before passing the end of the breakwater at beacons 19 and 20. Tugs will roam escort until near the end of the channel. 

• Tug communications and instruction are provided by the Pilot with consultation with the Master. 

  

mailto:shipping@midwestports.com.au
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Main Channel – Inbound Route B.C. 

WPT Name Latitude (S) 
(DMS) 

Latitude (S) 
(Decimal) 

Longitude (E) 
(DMS) 

Longitude (E) 
(Decimal) 

Turning 
radius (NM) 

Turning 
radius  

(m) 

Leg line 
Length 
(NM) 

Bearing to 
next WP 

Leg line  
X-track (m) 

Leg Speed 
Planned Spd 

(Kts) 

1 PBG 28⁰46'31" 28.77533507 114⁰30'31" 114.50853470 0.30 555.6 1.02 72 200 12 
2 Fairway Buoy 28⁰46'13" 28.77015697 114⁰31'37" 114.52702309 0.30 555.6 1.17 72 100 <11 
3 1nm to Bn 1 and 2 28⁰45'50" 28.76398095 114⁰32'53" 114.54805536 0.30 555.6 0.50 72 60 <11 
4 0.5nm to Bn 1 and 2 28⁰45'41" 28.76132780 114⁰33'26" 114.55710173 0.30 555.6 0.51 71 30 <11 
5 BN 1 and 2 28⁰45'31" 28.75863496 114⁰33'58" 114.56617738 0.30 555.6 1.78 71 30 <11 
6 Curve 28⁰44'57" 28.74915484 114⁰35'53" 114.59817366 0.68 1259.4 0.89 171 30 7-9 
7 Bn 17 and 18 28⁰45'50" 28.76389857 114⁰36'02" 114.60068577 0.30 555.6 0.23 180 30 6-8 
8 Bn 19 and 20 28⁰46'04" 28.76778387 114⁰36'02" 114.60067202 0.30 555.6 0.26 180 30 6 
9 Bn 22 28⁰46'19" 28.77208267 114⁰36'02" 114.60069036 0.30 555.6 0.19 232 30 <4 

10 Centre of Basin 28⁰46'26" 28.77398333 114⁰35'53" 114.59791667 0.30 555.6        <3 
 
Main Channel – Outbound Route B.C 

WPT Name Latitude (S) 
(DMS) 

Latitude (S) 
(Decimal) 

Longitude (E) 
(DMS) 

Longitude (E) 
(Decimal) 

Turning 
radius (NM) 

Turning 
radius 

(m) 

Leg line 
Length 
(NM) 

Bearing to 
next WP 

Leg line 
X-track (m) 

Leg Speed 
Parameters 

(Kts) 

1 Centre of Basin 28⁰46'27" 28.77429242 114⁰35'51" 114.59750904 0.30 555.6 0.23 047 30 2 
2 Bn 22 28⁰46'18" 28.77167335 114⁰36'03" 114.60070079 0.30 555.6 0.24 000 30 4 
3 Bn 19 and 20 28⁰46'04" 28.76771662 114⁰36'02" 114.60066989 0.30 555.6 0.21 000 30 6 
4 Bn 17 and 18 28⁰45'51" 28.76420467 114⁰36'02" 114.60066986 0.30 555.6 0.91 352 30 8 
5 Curve 28⁰44'57" 28.74915000 114⁰35'53" 114.59816667 0.68 1259 1.78 251 30 9 
6 BN 1 and 2 28⁰45'31" 28.75863496 114⁰33'58" 114.56618654 0.30 555.6     
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Main Channel Route 
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Northern Channel – Inbound Route B.C. 

WPT Name Latitude (S) Longitude (E) Bearing to 
next WP 

X-track (m) 
Leg Speed 

Planned Spd 
(Kts) 

Comments 

 
1 North Channel Entrance 28⁰ 42.777’S   114⁰ 34.49’ E 128 30 <7   <7kts when crossing shallow shoal  

2 Turning Buoy 28⁰ 43.437’S   114⁰ 35.45’ E 128 30 <11    

3 Beacon 17/18 28⁰ 45.81’S  114⁰ 36.04’ E 168 30  6-8    

4 Beacon 21/22 28⁰ 46.262’S  114⁰ 36.04’ E 180 30 <4    

5 Basin radius 28⁰ 46.41’S  114⁰ 36.04’ E VAR 30 <4    

6 Centre of Basin  28⁰ 46.437’S  114⁰ 35.877’ E        

 
Northern Channel – Outbound Route B.C. 

WPT Name Latitude (S) Longitude (E) 
Bearing to 
next WP X-track (m) 

Leg Speed 
Planned Spd 

(Kts) 
Comments 

 
1 Centre of Basin  28⁰ 46.437’S  114⁰ 35.877’ E VAR 30 <2    

2 Basin radius 28⁰ 46.41’S  114⁰ 36.04’ E 000 30 <3    

3 Beacon 21/22 28⁰ 46.262’S  114⁰ 36.04’ E 000 30 <4    

4 Beacon 17/18 28⁰ 45.81’S  114⁰ 36.04’ E 348 30  6-8    

5 Turning Buoy 28⁰ 43.437’S   114⁰ 35.45’ E 128 30 <11    

6 North Channel Entrance 28⁰ 42.777’S   114⁰ 34.49’ E     <7kts when crossing shallow shoal  
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Northern Channel Route 
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MOORING  
• 4 x Head lines 

• 4 x Stern lines 

• 2 x Aft Spring lines 

• 2 x Forward Spring lines 

• 4 x ShoreTension Unit lines 

A mooring diagram will be sent as a separate attachment. 

SHORETE NS IO N U NI TS  
• Mid West Ports Authority uses ShoreTension Units to make a safer mooring system whilst you are alongside the berth at Geraldton Port.  

• Information regarding the ShoreTension Units (STUs) that will be used during the visit can be found in the information below here . 

• Additional information on these devices can also be found at https://shoretension.com/.  

• The head and stern lines for these units should preferably be attached to bollards using the centre leads forward and aft.  

• The other two STU will either be breast or spring lines depending on the situation. 

       

https://www.midwestports.com.au/Profiles/midwestports/Assets/ClientData/Documents/Ship-Masters/Shore_Tension_-_info_for_Masters_-_MWPA__A1625690_.pdf
https://shoretension.com/
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SH IPLOADERS  
• Berth 3 

• Berth deck height 3.58m above LAT. Cone fenders. 

• Has two Shiploaders that are moveable up and down this berth. The loaders protrude 1.8m to the berth-side of the face of the fenders.  

• The width of the loaders is 40m when positioned together.  

• The position of the loaders is indicated on the mooring attachment.   

• Please reply if there are any concerns that any of your overboard protrusions may affect the position of your ship. 

• Berth 6  

• For cruise ships less than 190m LOA does not have shiploaders. 

• Berth deck height 3.51m above LAT. Arch fenders. 

GANGW AY  
• The Port will provide 2 x gangway(s). The suggested shell doors to place these gangways are XXX and YYY.  

The tour operators have requested that the passengers departing for tours do so through ZZZ for ease of logistics. 
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Associated Documents – please update below on completed review 

Task 

eMPX – change out attached document (this is completed in the eMPX admin  

Update MWPA website 

Notify Agents 

Objective links – PPU positions, ship files.   

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 
Minor updates made within this five year period, will not be taken as a full review.  

The Document Custodian is responsible for conducting the review in accordance with Controlled Documents Review and Approval Process Work Instruction. 

Administration 
Document Custodian:  Marine Pilots  

Document Approver:  Harbour Master / Marine Manager 

Approval Date: 11 November 2025 

Document Review Period: 5 yrs 
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